Read the text and answer the questions: 
1. Who is it about? 
2. Why do people respect this person?

It was on the 12th of April, 1961, when the first flight by man into cosmic space took place. The first cosmonaut in the world was 27-year old Air Force (воздушные силы) pilot at that time.  The spaceship flew at the speed of 300 miles a minute. That`s six times faster than man ever travelled before. His flight lasted 108 minutes, but a circuit round the Earth took 89 minutes.
It was a brilliant achievement on the part of our scientists and technologists, and on the part of the cosmonaut who risked his life to achieve a victory (победа) for his country and mankind (человечество).
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